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USWNT coach Hayes talks Olympics and role of NWSL

By MEG LINEHAN

On Wednesda
en’s national team head coach
Emma Hayes arrived at New
ark airport just outside
York City folkoinga fifth con
secutive suceessful title run
with Chelsea in the Women's
Super League She was only in
New York — a place she con
siders home, previously spend
ing seven years in the 1S, de-

2 LS wom

veloping as a young coach
fora short time
U'm lucky 1o be born in
England. but made in Amer
wa” Hayes said on Thurs.
day to the Today Show

On Tuesday. she named
the roster for her first
USWNT camp, causing
¢ excitement by listing
Cr il Dunn as a forward.
She'dl have two chances to
stand on the US. sideline
next month with a set of
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nst South Ko-
nd Saint Paul
y morn-
ing, Hayes was making the
rounds with American me
dia, confident as she sat for
half a dozen television in
terviews before settling
n front of a round table of
USWNT cover; regulars,
Hayes spoke for nearly an
hour with three things be
coming clear: the transition
process has been skowly
pening since November, she
sees NWSL and USL Super
. as crucial parts of the
USWNTS development. and
nothing is set in stone — espe-
cially not the Olympic roster.
“Everything, to be hon-
est.” Hayes said when de-
: S.interim

h Twila Kilgore
shared with her during the
transition process. She rat
{lessons from
1 World Cup. team
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personnel, and the collec-
tive bargaining agreement
with the USWNT Players
Association, “Culture, tra-
ditions, I want to maintain
wnd uphold the right things.”
Hayes’ conversation with
Kilgore also touched on the
games the USWNT has
Played sa arand the
finer details like the timeline
ol a roster selection process.

“We've been on many long
calls late at night,” she said,
referencing the time differ-
ence between the U.S, and
gland. “Certainly been
to bed quite late in the last
few months, but she’s been
a humongous help.

“I feel like I've been able to
quictly get to know the job
without being in the job, and
1 think that's really helped
every little detail. whether

it's processes on game day
to how the

operate in the

ch kit they wear.
When Lgo into camp, T know
il of these things”

Her brief trip to the U.S
last November helped too,
and most of the time between
now and the Olympics has al
ready been planned thanks
to Kilgore's information and
what Hayes saw firsthand

about getting the players.”
Before taking the USWNT
gig, Hayes had provided an
outside assessment of the
team’s 2023 World Cup per-
formance in a column, focus-
ing primarily on player devel-
nt and the fact that ihe

would continue to be crit-
1 of the program, Hayes
expressed that she, like any
coach, wants more for the
and federation.

s clear for every-
ee,” she said, ges-
turing widely

as a negative
thing. Sometimes you need
something like that in life to
reminder if you
don't grow.

y
the time, what got you here
won't get you there. It's an
opportunity now to evolve.
Hayes said the focus
needs to be on improving
day in and day out, which

isn't limited to U.S. Soccer.
“We need our league, the
NWSL, to be hugely compet-
itive. We need the USL (Su-
per League) for lots of rea-
sons, a development pathw
for players that don't neces-
sarily make the NWSL to

watches and will continue to
games across the league, it's
afeat she admitted she can't
do on her own.

“Across the breadth and
depth of this country, that
cannot be covered solely by
me,” she said. “There will
be a coaching and analytics
team that will be scattered
across the country.”

Hayes added that she
has seen a noticeable tacti-
cal improvement across the
league this season.

“We have to compete with
what’s going on in Europe,
and I see lots of good devel-
opments in the (NWSL). I've
seen good international play-
ers come into the league. All
of these things have to hap-
pen inorder for the US. team
to compete at the top lev-
el.” Hayes said. “My job is to
make sure that I work togeth-
erwith all of those stakehold-
ers so that together, we have
#ot the experience of what's
been done in Europe to be
able to say ook, we have to
drive to the next space.”

Hayes spoke about the
roster for her first camp but
did not touch on too many
individual players that did or
did not make the cut. Crystal

She paused, holding the joke
as long as she could before
finishing, “I'm being cheeky.”

Hayes coached Dunn at
Chelsea during the 2017-2018
season, but she said she's
seen the conversations about
Dunn's position over the years
as well, Hayes knows how im-
portant it is for Dunn to “find
ahome” on the field.

Hayes said the 18-player ros-
ter for the Olympics is not decid-
ed. and what she sees in camp
will take her a step closer to
knowing that final st It’s part
of why she didn't want to com-
ment on any individual player.

Hayes will focus on the
process and the perfor-
mance. She's learned to fo-
cus on that over her years
of coaching. She’s less wor-
ried about where a team is
today; it's where a team is at
the end that counts.

Even though she’s been
watching the team from a dis-

ance since she got the job in
November, the time with play
ensin June will show her how
much of a gap between the
team today and the team at the
Olympics can be closed. She
its to be realistic about it.
've come from a club Jev-
eland what I have learned is

All the May c:
ration is don
sre planned.

come in and to be given a
place to play.” she said. “That

id. in itself will create competi
June schedule is planned — tion. Competition is healthy”
it in terms of our meetings, That synergy appar-
our meeting points. Julyis  ent Thursday as Hayes' me-
planned. Everybody is clear  dia availability ook place at
onwhats goingon —nowits  NWSL's offices. While she
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Dunn’s name came upacou-  the best devel itis done
ple of times, however. thanks  at club level,” she said ad-
to the fact that Dunn is join-  dressing prospective USWNT

ing the forward pool in Col-
orado and Minnesota

players via the reporters
in the room. “So go back to

“I don't publish the or-  your clubs, play, compete, get
der,” Hayes said, smiling. *I  healthy, and put yourself in
had nothing to do that with™  the best possible place.”

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Utah Division of Widie Resources wil be conducting a mandatory ad-
ministrative in Reservoir area, slong US.
Forest Servics Road 131 (402347103 -111.1884053) on Saturdey, Judy 6,
2024 from 11:00 am. £0 9:00 p.m. The primary purpose of the checkpoint
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tah Housing and Community Development Division (HCD) and
State of Utah Ofice of Homeless Swrvices (OHS) are holding a public com
ment period regarding the 2024 Annual Action Pian AAP). The purpose of
thes public comment pariod s 10 provide an opportunity for members of the
view and comment on the draft Annual Action Plan.

priorities and goais for the Housing and Urban Devel
ograms adminitered by the State of Utsh for the upcom.
s 70grams inchude the HOME Investment Partnership (HOME
nd HOME-ARP: Program, the Housing Trust Fund (HTF) Program. the Com.
munity Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program, the Emergency Sol.
tons Grant (ESG) Program, and the Opportunties for Persons wath
AIDS (HOPWA Program. This plan covers the 2024 program year (PY24) that
from Juiy 1. 2024, 10 Jue 30. 2025, This plan is an update 10 the 5-year
nsclcated Plan that was published in 2020 and ends in 2024,

In program year 2024 the State of Utah estimates that nearly $15.5 milion
™ feera’ funding for these programs wil be recoived and an additions! $2.2

e avaiable from previous years resources. As &
of receing thi funding. Utah siso provided $2.3 miion

A copy of the Graht plan 4 avadable on the HCD webste at
18 /ot wtah gow houtng/reports) or by request to Alyssa Gamble at
angambredh.tah Gov

HCD and OHS. are seeking input from the public on the draft plan A com.
e pariod wil be avadabie from May 28, 2024 to June 27, 2024, To provide
# commant. piesse contact Alyssa Gamble at 385249 4808 or by emal at
ar Gombeddtah gow Comment
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